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1. Report 

from Gissur Gudmundsson
European Continental director

August 2004.
1. First of all I would like to say that I am happy to have had the opportunity from my colleges to sit together with you all in board of WACS.  It is my hope that I on behalf of all my members from one of the smallest country within the WACS only 100 members have some thing to add in to our culinary future boat as friend and as a professional chef. 

2. Nordic Chefs Association 

In April than I was in Sweden looking at students competition and Swede Chefs Association arranges the Chef of the Nordic in June were I was.
Nordic chefs associations hold their board meeting in Estonia in August and at the same time presents our countries to Estonia. We had meetings with Estonia and Lithuania about future membership in WACS and both countries will apply for the next congress in New Zealand.  The Nordic Chefs Association made an agreement on supporting Estonia with training of future judges and exchanges of students.
We got the impression that the Estonian Chefs are strong Chefs associations, with big hearts for their profession and it will be great to have them as members in WACS. 
When this has been written I will be on my way to Norway to judge in the Nordic Chef of the year competition and I have a meeting with some of the best judges in the Nordic Countries about our Judging school and how we can work to keep on making it first class.
3. I have got a letter from Azerbaijan about Honorary members and I have given the letter to the board and the board will decide on the matter before the next Congress. 
4. I got a letter from Culinary Association of Serbia and Montenegro and the WACS board will work for them to become full members at the Congress in New Zealand.
5. Member survey: 
I send out a Questionnaire list on behalf of all European Directors and I got many good answers back. I gave the board all the answers from the members and their wishes for what we have to work on in the future. 
I got answer from 26 countries and we are missing some and I hope we will receive their answers so I can give out full information to all the European Countries on the next European Continental meeting.
We have about 62.000 members in these 26 countries and my estimation will be that with rest of the countries we have about 72000 members in Europe today.

I think we have got a lot of feedback from the countries and we can see that most of them are in for training, judging and competing. 
I have been in contact with MALTA about the EU Fund they have been working on and I will have a meeting with Julian Zarb from Malta hear in Iceland in the beginning of September.
6. News from other countries within my region: I think it will take a few months before I will have full information on a regular basis from my fellow members although I will try to send out all information on monthly basis over the winter time. 

Chefs regards to you all

Gissur Gudmundsson

European continental director   
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